
Summer Reading: Entering 8th Grade 
Summer is the perfect time to do lots of reading. Your local bookstore and public library 
are good places to browse the shelves. Please read the following three books: Monster 
and two books from the “suggested titles” list. SMPA will provide students with the 
required reading book but families are responsible for obtaining the remaining two 
books. Families are encouraged to look for books at their local library. BOOKS DO NOT 
NEED TO BE PURCHASAED 
Assignment: Complete the attached worksheet for each book and be prepared to hand 
them in the first day of school.  Summer reading is a test grade and is mandatory.  
 

Required Reading:  
 
Monster Walter Dean Meyer 
 
This is the story of what happens when the world turns inside out for Steve Harmon, when the 
teen finds himself on trial for felony murder. In order to cope as the drama of his life unfolds, 
Steve blocks out the events and dialogue that swirl around him. He's the writer, the director, 
and the star of his own real-life horror story. And eerily, he has no idea how "Monster!" will end. 
 
Suggested Titles (select two books from this list) 
 
The Life of Pi: Yann Martel 
 
When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo 
ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes. 
The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a 
wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. When they finally reach the 
coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The authorities who 
interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story. After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story 
much less fantastical, much more conventional—but is it more true? 
 
 
Miracle’s Boys: Jacqueline Woodson 
 
Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after 
Charlie is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warriors Don’t Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock Central High: by Melba Patlillo 
Beals 
Melba Patillo Beals was one of nine black teenagers chosen to integrate Little Rock, Arkansas's Central 
High School in 1957. For Melba and her friends it marked their transformation into reluctant warriors--on 
a battlefield that helped shape the civil rights movement. Warriors Don't Cry is their riveting story. 



 
 
 
 
 
And Then There Were None: Agatha Christie 
 
First, there were ten—a curious assortment of strangers summoned as weekend guests to a private island 
off the coast of Devon. Their host, an eccentric millionaire unknown to all of them, is nowhere to be 
found. All that the guests have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal—and a secret that 
will seal their fate. For each has been marked for murder. One by one they fall prey. Before the weekend 
is out, there will be none. And only the dead are above suspicion. 
 
 
 
Travel Team: Mike Lupica 
 
After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his father once led to national 
prominence--twelve-year-old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at 
victory. 
 
 
 
 
The Great Escape: Bill Brickhill 
 
They were American and British air force officers in a German prison camp. With only their bare hands 
and the crudest of homemade tools, they sank shafts, forged passports, faked weapons, and tailored 
German uniforms and civilian clothes. They developed a fantastic security system to protect themselves 
from German surveillance. It was a split-second operation as delicate and as deadly as a time bomb. It 
demanded the concentrated devotion and vigilance of more than six hundred men—every one of them, 
every minute, every hour, every day and night for more than a year. 
 
 
The House on Mango Street: Sandra Cisneros 
 
Esperanza Cordero, a girl coming of age in the Hispanic quarter of Chicago, uses poems and stories to 
express thoughts and emotions about her oppressive environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Battle of Jericho by Sharon Draper 
 
A high school junior and his cousin suffer the ramifications of joining what seems to be a "reputable" 
school club. 
 
 



 
 
 
The Hunger Games: Suzanne Collins (SERIES: The Hunger Games) 
 
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol 
surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by 
forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in 
the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives 
alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent 
her district in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before-and survival. 
 
 
 
Parrot in the Oven Mi Vida: Victor Martinez 
 
Novel illuminates a Mexican American boy's coming of age. It's not easy for Manuel Hernandez to 
discover his place in the world, especially when he is constantly bombarded with the hardships of his poor 
and woefully dysfunctional family. Their tiny sheetrock house in the projects is the scene of angry 
arguments-even of threats at rifle point. Manny steps onto a battlefield at every turn, whether he is 
collecting his alcoholic and violent father from the local pool hall, withstanding the ethnic slurs of white 
school mates, or seeking initiation into a neighborhood gang. But as the months pass and some of his 
wounds heal, Manny slowly begins to understand the sense of self that he can derive from his role within 
this difficult household.  
 
 
Black and White: Paul Volponi 
 
"Kids who are different colors don't get to be all that tight in my neighborhood. But we get past all that 
racial crap," says Marcus, an African American senior whose best friend, Eddie, is white. Together, the 
boys are known at school as Black and White. Both are basketball stars entertaining scholarship offers from 
local New York City colleges, but they risk everything for more spending money. Considering fast-food 
jobs too demeaning, they turn to armed stickups, and during their third robbery, they shoot and wound their 
victim. In alternating chapters, Marcus and Eddie recount the terrifying days after the event as they wait for 
the police to find and arrest them. The disparate treatment each receives highlights their racial divide, 
which is occasionally echoed on the streets. Using authentic voices, Volponi writes a taut novel that deftly 
balances drama and passion on the basketball court with each boy's private terror and anguish.   
 
 
 
So what if he's legally blind? Even with his bottle-thick, bug-eyed glasses, Paul Fisher can see better than 
most people. He can see the lies his parents and brother live out, day after day. No one ever listens to Paul, 
though--until the family moves to Tangerine.  In Tangerine, even a blind, geeky, alien freak can become 
cool. Who knows? Paul might even become a hero! Edward Bloor's debut novel sparkles with wit, 
authenticity, unexpected plot twists, and heart. 


